[image: image1.png]x
x X

¥

Victoria
The Place To Be



      Media release

                     From the Minister for Environment and Water

Tuesday 23 November, 2004

$470,000 WATER SMART FARMS PROJECT TO SAVE 700 ML

A $470,000 farm water use efficiency project in the North Central catchment region will save 700 megalitres of water under new Water Smart Farms projects announced today by Water Minister John Thwaites.

Speaking in Kerang, Mr Thwaites said the Loddon Campaspe Sustainable Agriculture project was part of the Bracks Government’s Our Water Our Future action plan to boost irrigation efficiency. 

The project will assist:

· 15 landholders to prepare whole farm plans for improved water management, covering 700 ha

· 12 landholders to install irrigation drainage reuse systems servicing 700 ha, with on-farm water savings of 700 ML through recycling the water used for irrigation

· 30 horticulture landholders with soil moisture monitoring over 500 ha, to help measure the moisture levels in the soil and only provide water when needed.

The project is part of the second year of the Victorian Water Trust Water Smart Farms Initiative to help improve on-farm water management and further reduce the adverse impacts of irrigation.

Mr Thwaites also announced that an extra $5 million had been allocated to the Water Smart Farms Initiative and $8 million to the Sustainable Irrigated Agriculture and Land Management program under the Our Water Our Future action plan. 

The Water Smart Farms Initiative now is providing $15 million over five years.

“The Water Smart Farms Initiative is a key part of the Bracks Government’s role in working in partnership with the irrigation community to build a sustainable and competitive irrigation sector, at the same time as restoring the health of the environment,” Mr Thwaites said.

“Water is critical to Victoria’s economic performance and quality of life. After manufacturing, agribusiness is Victoria’s largest export earner with approximately $1.8 billion in GDP produced from Victoria’s irrigation sector.

“The Water Smart Farms Initiative will encourage the adoption of efficient irrigation technologies, installation of drainage re-use systems, whole of farm water management planning and evaluating on-farm irrigation water use efficiency – we want to lift the productivity of farms while using less water,” Mr Thwaites said.

He said the North Central project would reduce water consumption, improve the security of irrigation water supply, and reduce the adverse impacts of irrigation through helping irrigators to improve their water use efficiency.

“Victoria is a leader in irrigation water use efficiency and this initiative will drive the adoption of innovative and efficient irrigation practices to maintain our leadership,” Mr Thwaites said.

“Many farmers are already leading the way – we need to help all farmers to make smarter use of irrigation water.” 

The Victorian Water Trust is improving the efficiency of water use – in agriculture, cities and towns, encouraging recycling - and improving the health of Victoria’s rivers.

Mr Thwaites said Victoria’s water management framework and irrigation sector are recognised nationally as leading the industry. 

He said the Government’s Our Water Our Future action plan demonstrated Victoria’s commitment to work towards an increasingly productive, secure and adaptable irrigated agriculture sector, with high environmental standards.
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