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BRACKS GOVERNMENT HELPING YOUNG PEOPLE IN WATER AND LAND MANAGEMENT CAREERS

Young people in the Loddon-Murray and Mallee regions will be encouraged to consider a range of career options in water and land management through a new Bracks Government school-based program to be supported by councils, Goulburn Murray Water and local learning and employment networks.

Announcing a $465,000 Bracks Government Community Support Grant for the program, Minister for Victorian Communities John Thwaites said the Schools-Community Water Resources project would lead to partnerships that could be vital in keeping talented young people in the region after secondary school.

Speaking in Kerang, Mr Thwaites said the project aimed to inform young people about the roles and skill development opportunities that existed in the area of sustainable water and land management.

“I heard an application for this project at the Loddon Shire community cabinet meeting in Wedderburn in June, and I’m delighted the community has an answer so quickly.  

“By getting involved in the program, students will learn leadership skills and improve the connections they have with other people and organisations throughout the local area.

“They will also gain a better understanding of the all important water management sector.

“Young people will be given the chance to connect with mentors from services organisations like Lions and Rotary, and spend time with indigenous groups to learn about traditional water and land management.” 

The four colleges involved are Swan Hill College, MacKillop College, Kerang Technical High School and Lynall Hall Community School in Melbourne.  Mr Thwaites said the project had also attracted support from: 

· Gannawarra Shire Council and Swan Hill Rural City Council

· Northern Central Catchment Management Authority

· Goulburn Murray Water 

· RMIT

· Department of Education and Training  (Loddon Campaspe Mallee Region and Northern Metropolitan Region)

· Department of Primary Industry (Kerang)

· Murray Mallee Local Learning and Employment Network.

“Through the project, the four schools involved in the program will be able to develop a range of education and vocational frameworks for schools on water and land management that can then be adapted for use in other regions around Victoria.”  FILLIN “Type in Title of Release” /d 
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